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SUBJECT: DRAFT REPORT ON THE SECRETARY'S MEETINGS WITH 
PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS, JANUARY 21 

1 . THIS IS THE DRAFT REPORT ON THE SECRETARY'S DISCUSSIONS WITH 
PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS ON JANUARY 21. IT HAS NOT BEEN CLEARED 
BY THE SECRETARY OR ANY MEMBER OF HIS PARTY. THE SECRETARY. 

ACCOMPANIED BY CHARGE MILLS, MESSRS. SAUNDERS AND CARTER, AND 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR BARBIS (NOTETAKER) MET FOR TWO AND A QUARTER 
HOURS WITH PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS AT HIS OFFICE. ALSO PRESENT 
ON THE GREEK SIDE WERE FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS; BYRON 
THEODOROPOULOS, THE MFA'S SECRETARY GENERAL; JOHN TZOUNIS. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS (NOTETAKER); AND PETROS 
MOLYVIATIS, DIRECTOR OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL OFFICE WHO 
ACTED AS INTERPRETER. BEFORE THE MEETING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER 
THE SECRETARY MADE A COURTESY CALL ON PRESIDENT TSATSOS AC- 
COMPANIED BY THE CHARGE. CERTAIN MATTERS WERE ALSO DISCUSSED 
LATER THAT EVENING AT A SMALL DINNER HOSTED BY THE PRIME MINISTER, 

WHICH LASTED ABOUT TWO HOURS, AT WHICH THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 

AMBASSADOR MOLYVIATIS. DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF, THE CHARGE AND 
MESSRS. SAUNDERS AND BARBIS WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

2. BEGIN SUMMARY. DURING EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY 
VANCE JANUARY 21, PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS MADE A DETAILED 
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PRESENTATION COVERING THE WHOLE RANGE OF BILATERAL U.S.-GREEK 
RELATIONS AND ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRAN- 
EAN. CARAMANLIS SPOKE ALONG FAMILIAR LINES ABOUT CYPRUS, GREECE'S 
WITHDRAWAL FROM NATO'S INTEGRATED COMMAND STRUCTURE AND THE 
CURRENT STATE OF ITS RELATIONS WITH THE ALLIANCE, THE U.S.- 
GREEK DCA, GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS, AND GREECE'S ENTRY INTO THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. HE SAID NOTHING STARTLINGLY NEW, BUT HIS 
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PRESENTATION ON GREECE'S RELATIONS WITH NATO AND ITS ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE DCA WAS PERHAPS THE CLEAREST EXPOSITION YET OF THE 
GREEK POSITION. CARAMANLIS ASKED FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE IN 
EXPEDITING CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH NATO FOR AN INTERIM 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH WAS A NECESSARY FRAMEWORK FOR U.S. BASES IN 
GREECE AND WOULD SERVE AS A BRIDGE FOR GREECE'S EVENTUAL FULL 
RETURN. CARAMANLIS WAS SKEPTICAL ABOUT ECEVIT'S PROPOSAL FOR A 
SUMMIT MEETING AND ARGUED THAT THERE SHOULD FIRST BE ADEQUATE 
PREPARATIONS TO ENSURE THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. AT THE END OF 
THE MEETING THE SECRETARY RAISED THE QUESTION OF A NEW AMBASSADOR 
TO GREECE (SEPTEL) AND. AT THE PRIME MINISTER S REQUEST, THE 
SECRETARY GAVE A BRIEF REPORT ON THE STATUS OF MIDDLE EAST 
NEGOTIATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

3. PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS WAS RELAXED AND OUTGOING DURING ALL 
THESE ENCOUNTERS AND OBVIOUSLY ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
WITH THE SECRETARY AND DISCUSS MATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST WITH 
HIM. HE WAS CONFIDENT, ARTICULATE AND GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF A 
LEADER IN FULL COMMAND. AFTER THANKING THE SECRETARY FOR ACCEPTING 
HIS INVITATION TO STOP IN ATHENS, THE PRIME MINISTER MADE A 
GENERAL PRESENTATION OF HIS VIEWS AF FOLLOW: 

4. U.S. -GREEK RELATIONS. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE WELCOMED 
THESE DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE THEY GAVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY 
GREEK POSITIONS AND, PERHAPS, TO CLEAR UP MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT 
MAY HAVE ARISEN IN THE PAST BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 
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RELATIONS. HE SAID, WERE BASICALLY GOOD DESPITE THE ATTACKS AND 
CRITICISM FROM THE LEFT. THERE WAS NO HOSTILITY ON THE PART OF 
THE GREEK PEOPLE TOWARD THE U.S. BUT A CERTAIN "BITTERNESS" 

REMAINED BECAUSE THE GREEK PEOPLE FELT THEY HAD BEEN "BETRAYED" 

BY A CLOSE FRIEND AND ALLY AS A RESULT OF U.S. POLICIES WITH 
RESPECT TO THE JUNTA AND ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF EVENTS IN CYPRUS 
IN 1974. NEVERTHELESS, HE CONCLUDED, RELATIONS WERE GOOD AND 
ACTUALLY BETTER THAN THEY APPEARED TO BE, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS ROOM 
FOR FURTHER IMPROVEMENT. 
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5. CYPRUS. CYPRUS WAS AT THE HEART OF ALL GREECE'S PROBLEMS, THE 
PRIME MINISTER ASSERTED. HE HAD BEEN DEALING WITH IT FOR 24 YEARS 
AND, ALTHOUGH HE THOUGHT IT HAD BEEN SETTLED ON A REASONABLE 
BASIS SOME 20 YEARS AGO, IN 1974 WHEN HE RETURNED TO GREECE FROM 
EXILE HE FOUND THE PROBLEM FACING HIM AGAIN. CARAMANLIS ADMITTED, 
AS HE HAS ON PREVIOUS OCCASIONS, THAT THE JULY 15 JUNTA COUP WAS 
STUPID AND GAVE THE TURKS A PRETEXT TO MOUNT AN INVASION. HOWEVER, 
AFTER NORMALCY HAD BEEN RESTORED (I.E., CLERIDES BECAME ACTING 
PRESIDENT IN CYPRUS AND CARAMANLIS PRIME MINISTER IN GREECE), IN 
STEAD OF WITHDRAWING, THE TURKS MOUNTED A SECOND INVASION DURING 
THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. ALTHOUGH GREECE COULD HAVE ASKED FOR THE 
RETURN TO THE STATUS QUO ANTE, IT AGREED TO NEGOTIATE A NEW 
STATUS ON THE ISLAND WITH THE TURKS. SINCE THEN THERE HAS BEEN 
NOTHING BUT A "DIALOGUE OF THE DEAF". THE TURKS ARE NOW SAYING 
THEY WILL BE MAKING CONCRETE PROPOSALS. CARAMANLIS SAID HE HOPED 
THIS TIME THEY WOULD BE SINCERE, BUT ON THE BASIS OF PAST 
EXPERIENCE HE COULD NOT BE OPTIMISTIC. THE GOG POSITION WAS CLEAR: 
SUPPORT FOR THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE UN 
SECRETARY GENERAL. GREECE HAD ALREADY MADE IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS 
IN ACCEPTING A BIZONAL, FEDERAL SOLUTION BUT STILL DID NOT KNOW 
EXACTLY WHAT THE TURKS WERE SEEKING. 

6. THE SECRETARY SAID THAT IN THE DISCUSSIONS IN ANKARA ECEVIT 

HAD INDICATED HE HAD REACHED AGREEMENT WITH DENKTASH WHO WOULD 
PUT PROPOSALS ON THE TABLE WITH RESPECT TO THE TERRITORIAL AND 
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CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS. ALTHOUGH ECEVIT DID NOT GO INTO ANY 
DETAIL REGARDING THESE PROPOSALS, HE SUPPORTED THE PRINCIPLE OF 
A FEDERAL SYSTEM AND WAS OPPOSED TO ANY SETTLEMENT THAT COULD 
LEAD TO PARTITION. THE SECRETARY INDICATED HE WAS ONLY REPORTING 
WHAT ECEVIT SAID, NAMELY THAT HE WANTED A FINAL SOLUTION ON 
CYPRUS AND THAT IT WAS LONG OVERDUE TO REMOVE THIS "THORN" FROM 
RELATIONS WITH GREECE. CARAMANLIS REITERATED HIS SKEPTICISM, WHICH 
HE SAID WAS BASED ON HIS LONG EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH THE 
TURKS ON THIS ISSUE. MOREOVER, RECENT STATEMENTS BY ECEVIT AND 
DENKTASH APPEARED TO CONTRADICT ECEVIT'S ASSURANCES OF SERIOUS 
INTENTIONS. 
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7. NATO. CARAMANLIS EXPLAINED THAT THE CRISIS IN GREECE'S 
RELATIONS WITH NATO WAS ALSO AN OUTGROWTH OF THE CYPRUS CRISIS. 
GREECE SUPPORTED NATO BUT HAD FACED A CHOICE IN AUGUST 1974 OF 
EITHER GOING TO WAR (AS MANY IN GREECE DEMANDED) OR TAKING SOME 
ACTION TO DEFUSE THE SITUATION. HE HAD CHOSEN THE LATTER, AND THE 
MINIMUM HE COULD DO WAS WITHDRAW FROM THE INTEGRATED MILITARY 
STRUCTURE. THERE WERE STRONG POPULAR FEELINGS IN GREECE AGAINST 
NATO BECAUSE ONE OF ITS MEMBERS HAD COMMITTED AGGRESSION AGAINST 
CYPRUS AND THE ALLIANCE DID NOT REACT. IF A SOLUTION COULD BE 
FOUND TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, GREECE WOULD RETURN TO NATO IM- 
MEDIATELY. HOWEVER, SINCE WE DID NOT KNOW WHEN THIS WOULD HAPPEN, 
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID, AND SINCE GREECE DID NOT WANT TO CUT 
OFF ALL MILITARY TIES, IT HAD BEGUN NEGOTIATIONS WITH NATO FOR A 
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP AS A BRIDGE FOR GREECE'S EVENTUAL FULL RETURN 
TO THE ALLIANCE. GREECE MADE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS TO THIS EFFECT A 
YEAR AGO, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO NATO RESPONSE. MOREOVER, THE 
RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF A CHANGE IN THE STATUS OF NATO HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN IZMIR WAS A MISTAKE BECAUSE IT WAS MADE AT AN IN- 
APPROPRIATE MOMENT - THAT IS, BEFORE GREECE'S RELATIONS WITH 
THE ALLIANCE HAD BEEN CLARIFIED. IT HAD THUS CREATED NEW PROBLEMS. 
CARAMANLIS WENT ON TO SAY HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE NEGOTIATIONS 
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SPEEDED UP TO REACH AGREEMENT BY THIS SUMMER. SINCE MATTERS CAN 
ONLY BECOME MORE DIFFICULT WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME. ALTHOUGH HE 
WOULD NOT WANT TO CREATE "IMPRESSIONS' 1 , HE SAID GREECE MAY BE 
LOST TO NATO IF SOME ARRANGEMENT IS NOT MADE SOON. WITH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP GREECE WOULD ALSO 
REQUEST THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HEADQUARTERS IN GREECE SIMILAR TO 
THOSE BEING CREATED IN IZMIR. (AMBASSADOR TZOUNIS LATER CLARIFIED 
TO THE NOTETAKER THAT WHAT THE GREEKS HAVE IN MIND IS FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATO HEADQUARTERS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP PACKAGE.) IN RESPONSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
REQUEST FOR HELP IN EXPEDITING THESE NEGOTIATIONS, THE SECRETARY 
SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO THE MATTER AND GET BACK IN TOUGH WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS ABOUT IT. 
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8. BASES. CARAMANLIS REVIEWED THE ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF NEGOT- 
IATIONS FOR THE U S. -GREEK DCA. GREECE'S OBJECTIVE HAD BEEN TO 
STREAMLINE OUR SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS AND ADJUST THE STATUS OF 
U.S. FACILITIES HERE TO PRESENT-DAY CONDITIONS. GREECE WANTS TO 
KEEP THE U.S. BASES HERE. HOWEVER, THE SIGNING OF THE U.S.- 
TURKISH DCA IN MARCH 1976 CREATED A SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR GREECE 
BECAUSE THE $1 BILLION AID COMMITMENT TO TURKEY THREATENED TO 
UPSET THE RELATIVE MILITARY BALANCE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

THIS MADE IT NECESSARY FOR GREECE TO SEEK A SIMILAR AID 
PROVISION IN ITS AGREEMENT. CARAMANLIS ARGUED THAT INCLUSION OF 
AID IN THESE AGREEMENTS IS A MISTAKE AND SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY IF 
AID WERE DROPPED FROM BOTH AGREEMENTS, IN WHICH CASE HE WOULD 
SIGN THE DCA WITHOUT ASKING FOR ANYTHING IN RETURN. GREECE HAD 
SHOWN ITS GOOD FAITH BY INITIALING THE AGREEMENT; HOWEVER, SINCE 
THIS DCA WAS INEVITABLY CONNECTED WITH THE U.S.-TURKISH DCA 
(SINCE IT MAKES THAT ONE EASIER) AND WITH THE QUESTION OF GREECE'S 
STATUS IN NATO, IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO FINALIZE THE AGREEMENT YET. 

IN THE ABSENCE OF A REESTABLISHED MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WITH NATO 
TO PROVIDE THE ESSENTIAL FRAMEWORK, IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR 
THE BASES TO FUNCTION LEGITIMATELY IN A NATO CONTEXT. THIS WAS AN 
ADDITIONAL REASON FOR ASKING THE U.S. TO HELP IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE NATO NEGOTIATIONS. 

9. THE SECRETARY POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE IN 
THE CASE OF THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S (OR THE AGREEMENT WITH 
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THE PHILIPPINES) TO SEPARATE OUT ECONOMIC ASPECTS BECAUSE OF 
THE NEGOTIATING BACKGROUND. IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT WHETHER 
THE ADMINISTRATION RAISES THE QUESTION OF THE TURKISH DCA OR 
NOT, IT WILL BE RAISED BY CONGRESS IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. HE 
UNDERSTOOD THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAD ALREADY DECIDED TO RAISE 
THE ISSUE IN CONGRESS. THE SECRETARY ADDED THAT THE ADMINISTRAT- 
ION HAD ENDORSED THE TURKISH DCA IN PRINCIPLE, INDICATING THE 
ULTIMATE DECISION WOULD DEPEND ON DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EASTERN 
MEDITERANEAN, WHICH IS A WAY OF SAYING CYPRUS. 

10. THE PRIME MINISTER POINTED OUT THAT IF CONGRESS SHOULD 
APPROVE THE TURKISH DCA WITHOUT PROGRESS ON CYPRUS, THE RESULT 
WOULD BE A DETERIORATION IN THE SITUATION WHICH WOULD MAKE 
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SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS IN THE AREA IMPOSSIBLE. ALTHOUGH HE MADE 
CLEAR HE CONSIDERS THIS TO BE AN INTERNAL U.S. MATTER AND DID NOT 
WANT TO INTERFERE, HE FELT HE SHOULD DRAW OUR ATTENTION TO THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF SUCH A DEVELOPMENT, SINCE THE DECISION WOULD 
AFFECT GREECE. CARAMANLIS SAID HE WANTED TO RESOLVE THESE ISSUES 
IN A WAY THAT WOULD HELP RESTORE THE INTEGRITY OF THE ALLIANCE, 

BUT THAT HE TOO HAD TO BE HELPED IN THIS RESPECT BY TURKEY AND 
THE ALLIANCE. THE FACT THAT HE CONTINUED TO FOLLOW A PRO-WEST 
POLICY WHILE ALL THESE ISSUES WERE STILL UNRESOLVED HAD BREN 
COSTLY TO HIM IN THE RECENT ELECTIONS. HE REITERATED THAT GREECE'S 
ALLIES AND ESPECIALLY TURKEY SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HIS 
PRESENCE AS LEADER OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS 
BECAUSE HE HAS BOTH THE COURAGE AND ABILITY TO SETTLE THEM. IF 
THEY ARE NOT SETTLED WHILE HE IS IN POWER, THE POSSIBILITY OF AN 
ADVENTURE OR EVENTUALLY EVEN WAR COULD NOT BE EXCLUDED. 

11. AEGEAN. CARAMANLIS SAID THE AEGEAN DISPUTE, TOO, HAD BEEN 
CREATED BY THE TURKS WHO WERE SEEKING TO CHANGE A SITUATION BASED 
ON INTERNATIONAL TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS. HE REVIEWED IN FAMILIAR 
TERMS THE GREEK POSITION WITH RESPECT TO THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
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AND AEGEAN AIRSPACE DISPUTES. HIS BASIC POINT WAS THAT THE TURKS 
ALWAYS BACKED AWAY FROM AGREEMENTS THEY HAD REACHED, THUS MAKING 
PROGRESS IMPOSSIBLE. TO BE CONSTRUCTIVE HE HAD RECENTLY PROPOSED 
A THREE-POINT NEGOTIATING PROCEDURE FOR REACHING A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT: 

(A) START A SERIOUS AND CONSISTENT DIALOGUE BASED ON 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE USING PRECEDENTS OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES WITH SIMILAR DISPUTES, INCLUDING THE 
U.S. AND CANADA; 

(B) DURING THAT DIALOGUE BOTH SIDES SHOULD REFRAIN FROM ANY 
PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS WHICH COULD UPSET THE NEGOTIATIONS; AND 

(C) AGREE THAT ANY PROBLEMS NOT SOLVED WITHIN A CERTAIN TIME 
THROUGH THESE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE REFERRED TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 

SINCE THIS IS A FAIR PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY MANY COUNTRIES WITH 
SIMILAR DISPUTES, TURKISH REFUSAL TO ACCEPT IT LEADS TO A PRE- 
SUMPTION OF BAD FAITH. THERE IS A REAL RISK OF WAR SHOULD EITHER 
SIDE TRY TO IMPOSE ITS WILL UNILATERALLY. 
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12. CARAMANLIS THEN REVIEWED THE SISMIK OPERATIONS OF 1976 AND 
NOTED HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO AVERT A CONFRONTATION BY TAKING THE 
ISSUE TO THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. HE THEN DESCRIBED HOW TURKISH 
INTRANSIGENCE AND BACKTRACKING HAD ALSO MADE AGREEMENT ON THE 
AEGEAN AIRSPACE ISSUE IMPOSSIBLE. THE GOT HAS NOT YET RESPONDED 
TO HIS THREE-POINT PLAN, ALTHOUGH IT ACCEPTED A GREEK PROPOSAL 

TO RESUME CONTINENTAL SHELF TALKS FEBRUARY 12. 

13. CARAMANLIS NOTED THAT TURKEY HAD RECENTLY RAISED THE QUESTION 
OF THE TURKISH MINORITY IN WESTERN THRACE AS AN ISSUE. HE CITED 
STATISTICS COMPARING THE GREEK POPULATION IN TURKEY AND THE 
TURKISH POPULATION IN GREECE AT THE TIME THE LAUSANNE TREATY WAS 
SIGNED WITH PRESENT FIGURES TO SHOW THAT THERE HAS BEEN A 
DRAMATIC REDUCTION IN THE SIZE OF THE GREEK POPULATION IN TURKEY 
BUT A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN THE TURKISH POPULATION IN GRHSCE. 

HE PRESENTED THIS AS EVIDENCE THAT THE TURKS ARE TRYING TO 
CREATE ANOTHER ARTIFICIAL DISPUTE. 

14. ECEVIT. UNTIL NOW, CARAMANLIS SAID, THERE HAS BEEN NO SERIOUS 
TURKISH INTERLOCUTOR WITH WHOM HE COULD NEGOTIATE THE VARIOUS 
DISPUTES. ECEVIT WHO IS NOW IN CHARGE IS THE ONE WHO CREATED 
ALL OF THEM. IN 1974 ECEVIT ACTED CHAUVINISTICALLY; IT IS NOT 

YET CLEAR HOW HE WILL ACT NOW. LAST JUNE, HOWEVER, JUST BEFORE 
LEAVING HIS BRIEF TERM AS PRIME MINISTER, HE HAD INSTRUCTED 
DENKTASH TO OCCUPY VAROSHA, WHICH DOES NOT GIVE MUCH ENCOURAGE- 
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MENT REGARDING HIS FUTURE POLICY. CARAMANLIS THOUGHT ECEVIT 
WAS TRYING TO "CREATE IMPRESSIONS" IN PROPOSING A SUMMIT MEETING 
WITH HIM. HE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT ECEVIT HAS IN MIND WITH RESPECT 
TO EITHER PROCEDURE OR SUBSTANCE. TO MEET WITHOUT ADEQUATE PRE- 
PARATIONS AND THEN FIND OUT THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO AGREE ON 
HOW THE TWO COUNTRIES CAN NEGOTIATE THEIR DIFFERENCES WOULD BE 
DANGEROUS. (LATER THAT EVENING AT DINNER CARAMANLIS WAS EVEN MORE 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT ECEVIT'S INTENTIONS AND REITERATED THE NEED FOR 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ADEQUATE PREPARATIONS BEFORE AGREEING TO A SUMMIT.) 

15. THE SECRETARY AGREED, ON THE NEED FOR PREPARATION, POINTING 
OUT THAT ECEVIT HAD TOLD HIM HE GENUINELY WANTS A SETTLEMENT ON 
CYPRUS BUT HAD NOT SAID ANYTHING TO HIM ON THE AEGEAN. HE 
SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE TO TRY TO FIND OUT 
ON A LOWER LEVEL WHAT ECEVIT HAS IN MIND ON THE AEGEAN. 
CARAMANLIS SAID HE WAS NOT ASKING GREECE'S FRIENDS TO TAKE A 
POSITION ON THE AEGEAN; ALL HE WANTS IS THAT THEY ASK THE TURKS 

TO ACCEPT HIS PROCEDURAL PROPOSALS AS A FIRST STEP TOWARDS 
MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS. THE SECRETARY VOLUNTEERED THAT PERHAPS 
THE U.S., WITHOUT INTERVENING, COULD BE HELPFUL IN THIS AREA AS 
WELL. 

16. EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. DURING THE CONVERSATION AT DINNER 
CARAMANLIS STATED THAT HIS MAIN REASON FOR TAKING GREECE INTO THE 
EC WAS POLITICAL - TO STRENGTHEN AND PROTECT GREEK DEMOCRACY. 

HE HAD STARTED THE PROCESS WITH THE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT IN 1962 
AND WANTED TO SEE IT COMPLETED, WITH GREECE A FULL MEMBER, BEFORE 
HE ENDS HIS POLITICAL CAREER. THE PURPOSE OF HIS TRIP TO 
EUROPEAN CAPITALS NEXT WEEK IS TO TRY TO SPEED UP THE NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS. THE SECRETARY INDICATED U.S. SUPPORT FOR GREEK MEMBER- 
SHIP AND FOR EUROPEAN UNITY. 

17. MIDDLE EAST AND HRON OF AFRICA. DURING THE AFTERNOON MEETING, 
SECRET 
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AT THE PRIME MINISTER'S REQUEST THE SECRETARY REVIEWED RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION, INCLUDING THE STATE OF 
PLAY FOLLOWING HIS VISIT THERE. AT THE DINNER THE SECRETARY 
BROUGHT UP OUR CONCERN OVER THE DEVELOPING SITUATION IN THE HORN 
OF AFRICA. CARAMANLIS SAID HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT ALL OF AFRICA. 

18. SUGGESTED ACTION. AFTER THE SECRETARY'S APPROVAL OR 
AMENDMENTS, THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO CONSIDER REPEATING 
THIS REPORT TO EMBASSY ANKARA. WE ALSO SUGGEST SECTIONS IN THIS 
REPORT CONCERNING NATO AND THE DCA BE REPEATED TO USNATO AND 
USNMR SHAPE FOR GENERAL HAIG. FOR OUR PART, WE WOULD 
APPREICATE SEEING REPORTS ON THE SECRETARY’S DISCUSSIONS IN 
ANKARA. 

19. WE WILL BE POUCHING THE VERBATIM DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF 
CONVERSATION TO S/S, PETER TARNOFF. 

MILLS 
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